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SERMON CLXXV. 


By Rev. THOMAS E. VERMILYE, 
West Springfield, Massachusetts. 


THE BEATIFIC VISION. 
Psatm xvit. 15.—I shall be satisfied when I awake with thy likeness, 


Ir is the peculiar glory of the gospel, that by it “life and immortality 
are brought to light.” By it, and by it alone, is a future existencesffeed 
from the obscurity which else had résted upon it, and presented before 
the mind invested with circumstances of deepest interest, as the object of 
hope or fear, desire or dread: To the sinner it is declared to be a state 
of awful retributions; whilst to the Christian it is a world of light, 
purity, and joy. Of nothing may he have more complete assurance than 
of that “eternal life which God promised*ibefore the world was.” 'In 
this particular, then, the holy oracles are graciously adapted to bring to 
the believer necessary support and inexhaustible comfort. There. are 
seasons of petplexity, and temptation, and sorrow, to which he: is:/Here 
subject; during which how cheering, how animating, to be able to look 
within the vail—to pass these scenes of conflicts—and by faith to:antici; 
pate the hour of his enlatrgement—to survey the inheritance in the skies 

“—to enjoy something of its bliss—to know that whatever be: his trials 
here, he shall be satisfied when he awakes with the Divine likeness. 

This psalm was written by David ‘amid feelings of sadness, arising 
from the persecution of his enemies. He devoutly breathes forth: his 
complaints, implores divine protection, and, in conclusion, fortifies his 
mind with ‘the resolution ‘still to walk with God, and cheers ‘his heart 
with the prospect of the glory that was in reserve. sb 

The phrases employed arte beautifully expressive. “To awake,” by the 

, sacred writers, is frequently used as in the passage before us, with refer- 
ence to the reswrrection, “ Man lieth down and riseth hot again till: the 


heavens be no mote, they shall not awake nor be raised out of their graves,” 
Ver. 9—No. 5. 
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“With thy likeness,” denotes the moral image of God renewed in the 
believer, which consists in knowledge, righteousness, and true holiness. 
David, therefore, in this passage ‘extlts' in the thought, that with whatever 
afflictions ht here be oppressed, the period would arrive, when he 
should seh ID hertbeatrltion tnd, fad Els bowa God’s 
presence, and free from pollution, he should “be satisfied.” 

I propose to mention some particulars respecting which the Christian, 
although’ he may ‘now be perplexed, shall be Aereafter satisfied. “Now 
we know in part,” and consequently can enjoy but in part; hereafter 
“we shall see as we are seen and know as.we are known.” Then the 
believer shall be satisfied— 

Ist. Wath his own glorified nature: , He, shall awake with the divine 
likeness: with a body spiritual and, ‘glorified. It is indeed impossible 
for us at present, to enter fully into the contemplation of this truth with 
an understanding of all that it includes, And if, it were possible fr us 
with “a mind drowned in sense and buried in matter,” to comprehend 
the'excellence of the spiritual state, the very thought of the glory which 
shall be revealed, would be overwhelming. |: That this: mortal shall ever 
became, in the language of Scripture, partaker of the divine holiness, is 
aw idea which surpasses the efforts of reason to conceive, although it 
may not exceed the power of that faith which rests on the sure promise of 
God... “It doth. not) yet appear,” saith the beloved disciple,“ what we 
shall be; but we know that when Jesus shall appear we shall ‘be like 
him, for .we shall see him as. he is.”.. We must ‘therefore content’ \our- 
sélves with ¢onfessedly inadequate ideas on this subject, and hive in the 
exercise of | faith, until we awake to the mange ieeinamapine enjoy: 

ment of heavenly realities. 

There are some particulars, however, concerning which cheering: in- 
formation is afforded: us; sufficient to dispe) our doabts, animate our faith, 
and encourage our diligent 

The glorified nature shall be perfectly freed from sin. |'That fichieh 
enuses the true believer his greatest affliction; and which excites: in his 
bosom painful apprehensions lest it should at some moment overcome 
him, is indwelling corruption. . With affections but imperfectly sanctifi- 
ed, and prone to sin, yet with a principle of holy love existing.in his soul, 
his heart is here the scene of conflict ; a warfare of opposing principles 
and desires.. This embitters his;peace and causes poignant grief; ex- 
cept at some favored hour when he seems to rise above all sinful passions 
and to enjoy the peculiar presenceof God. Such seasons he may have; 
but more frequently iis his soul burdened by the prevalence and. power of 
eorruption. But when the last earthly passion shall have died, away, 
when the last remnant of corruption shall have been destroyed, and the 
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last lingering sinful desire, is hushed in, the stillness of the tomb, thie 


corruptible shall  put,on incorruption, andthe elements of a holy nature 
shall be fully:,developed.... In the upper world no corruptions annoy, no 
temptations disturb.,, He has, forever bid adieu to sin, and all tears shall 
\ be wiped.from his.eyes. |. 
» le shall also be made positively “a perfectly holy. “sll the affections 
, of dis soul, which we, have, no reason to disbelieve he will carry forward 
with him into heaven, will. be purified fully, and prepared to move with 
vigor and delight among their appropriate objects.. His perceptions will 
be quickened,;, nay we haye, reason to believe that all the faculties of his 
intellectual nature, all the affections of the heart, all the sensibilities of 
the soul, though enlarged beyond our present conceptions, and enstamped 
with, the.perfection,of holiness, shall.exist, and exert themselves in the 
future wworld.. .Sin,shall be eradicated. . Then the intellectual and mo- 
ral, nature shall be exactly fitted for that state which is now, the object of 
intense, desire, and upon which at death the believer shall assuredly enter. 
Having become like God and like his Redeemer in holiness, hie gross 
body being made spiritual, and its, sinfu) passions and appetites all de- 
stroyed, and being thus prepared by grace to stand among the throng of 
holy ones who surround the throne, must, not the believer be fully satis- 
fied? Here he corries about with him a body of, sin and death; there 
he shall be clothed with undecaying beauty, and mortality shall be swal- 
lowed upof life. Here he is exposed, his senses are seduced bya world 
of temptations; but into, that place nothing shall enter that defileth. 
Here he is not, only, beset by sin, but at a distance from those objects that 
afford the strongest incentives to duty; there he shall live in the i imme- 
diate presence of such objects, with a nature and capacity adapted for their 
complete enjoyment , |: 
2d, He shall be. satisfied with the character, and perfections of God. 
He shall admire and adore the divine perfections which shall then be 
fully reyealed. Ido not intimate that the true Christian, even here, per- 
ceivesany thing inthe gharacter of Jehovah with which he is dissatisfied. 
So far from, this, the divine perfections are here the theme of his loftiest 
praise. , Their manifestations i in the works of creation and providence, 
as far as he can trace and comprehend them, and still more in the won- 
drons plan of, redemption, fill his mind with. adoring thoughts, and his 
heart with the liveliest emotions of gratitude and love: Nor can aught 
be, suggested more congenial with his desires, than that he shall behold 
more of God, that he may admire and praise him more. His present 
views of the divine character, howeyer, are comparatively very limited, 
and consequently | his ideas of God, although at all times honorable, to the 
divine nature, must evidently be quite inadequate, and i in, some respects 
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“donfiised. He Waits, in the exercise of faith and patience of hope, for 
falter, "clearer, ‘more direct discoveries. He waits the hour when his 
| Spiritual vision’ Shall be strengthened, and he shall stand amid the ‘tn- 
“veiled #loriés Ofthe Eternal. ‘Then what may now appear like conflict- 
ing attributes, shall all be seen harmoniously blending.’ What the ntind 
* Yow’ strives’ in vain to gtasp and reconcile shall there be made ‘plain. 
"P¥orti the inconsistency, injustice, and cruelty with which the wicked have 
“¥éproached’ the “Eternal, God’s ‘character shall there be seen perfectly 
cleat.” Ih his perfections, as well as in his ways, it will be apparent to 
‘tin admiring universe, that mercy and truth meet together, righteousness 
‘and \pedce embrace each other. 
-' We nay imagine for a moment, how different must be the conceptions 
which are formed of God by the holy seraph who dwells in his immediate 
presence, and those formed by the Christian now far away from that 
blissful sight, with limited faculties, in this dark, dreary world. Although 
both may be honorable to the divine perfections, yet how much more 
distinct, enlarged, transporting—how much more like the reality must 
be the thoughts of an angel, than ours. Yet among that holy company 
the believer shall be numbered, and in that resplendent light he too shall 
look upon God; and he “shall be satisfied.” “ Now we see through a 
glass darkly, but then face to face, now we know in part, but then we 
‘shall know, even as also we are known.” An angel’s place, an angel’s 
“sight, an angel’s knowledge, shall all enkindle an angel’s fervor: and 
“glory, and honor, and thanksgivings, to Him who sitteth, upon ‘the 
"throne, shall be the saint’s undying song. There-thay indeed he ‘new 
and di fferent discoveries, and endless illustrations of the divine attributes 
* occurring, as he travels on in eternity, which‘will inérease the believer's 
admiration; but the first opening view of the heavenly world will ‘satisfy 
him fully fabpaesihiy God’s perfection ; and all doubt and difficulty will 
‘be forever atan end. It will then appear al! brighttiess. 
3rd. Lobserve, the Christian shall be satisfied respecting God's pro- 
 pidential dealings with him in this world. We are farnished in some 
cases With a triumphant argument, from the actual providence of God, 
td Vinditate his character and prove his purposes. Yet after all; ‘we ‘find 
ourselves often in circumstatices ‘where we are saddetied by doubts and 
* fears! and pressed with difficulties. We feel unable to trace the design 
of God, or ’connect his dealings towards us with any wise ‘and good pur- 
_ ‘pose or gracious end. ‘We are placed in a labyrinth where all around 
us is enclosed in deep obscurity, and even the light is as ‘darkness. We 
‘ate forced to walk by faith: and amidst scenes of perplexity and peril 
faith’ sometimes Staggers at the promise and faithfulness of God. This 
“a landoubledly to be attributed to our ignorance and Corruption, and not 
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to any real incongruity in God’s doings; as we sometimes. clearly ob- 
serve when God sees fit to lift the cloud and discover his purpose and its, 
accomplishment. But in not a few cases the mystery is suffered, to lie, 
and the difficulty for the full trial of our faith, is perhaps increased rather 
than removed. . Each effort to solve it only involves.us in greater | obscu- - 
rity, and we are obliged to be contented with the Savior's assurance, 
“ What I do thou knowest not now, but thou shalt know hereafter,” . 
Christian, do these remarks find no verification in your experience 2, 
Dees their truth meet no response\in your breast? _ Look. back, to, the. 
past, not to renew painful emotions, hut that faith may carry you forward. 
with steadier wings and loftier flight. That dark cloud,of. worldly sor,.. 
row that settled upon your fairest prospects—that storm of; adversity that. 
blasted your joys, that hurried away your riches, that, blighted your.re-. 
putation, or destroyed your earthly hopes—have you learned its purpose 2. 
The stroke of Providence that ravished from your sight the wife you 
tenderly loved,.or hurried the child of your fondest hopes, prematurely, 
and perhaps in afflictive circumstances, to the grave; the, dispensation. 
that has placed friends far from you and your acquaintance into darkness, 
—was it not painfully obscure? Or that affliction that has come, neat, 
your,own person, that has touched you with disease and deprived you, of, 
enjoyment—that has caused days of weariness.and nights of, sorrow,:7. 
do you ask why it is thus ?—why these and «thousand such providences }) 
Perhaps you. may, perhaps you may not, understand it .in this syorld, 
Perhaps you may soon see the way in which God leads you, and its, wis; 
dom. But if not here, yet from a more elevated station, with strengtheped: 
vision, and in aclearer sky, you shall look abroad and know, and:under,, 
stand, and admire it all. What is now dark, will then be light, and.you 
“shall be satisfied,” and an humble faith may surely confide. in. God’s 
wisdom and goodness until the great revealing day. J 
Ath. The believer shall be perfectly satisfied with the conduct of. God's 
grace—with all that spiritual course, by which he has been led, and 
whose issue will then be seen to be a world of permanent, and, perfect 
happiness. Not less difficult of comprehension many timesare the ways, | 
of God in his spiritual than in his providential dealings. Withan,utter, 
abhorrence of sin, he yet permits it to remain in his children, and,even| 
suffers them to fall under its influence, and wander into paths,of.trans- 
gression. With a hatred of evil and love of holiness implanted.iy theiz, 
hearts, he leaves them to the power of outward temptation, and inward, 
cotmption.. Amidst the darkest and most dreary seenes of earthly, arial: 
and in the very hour of painful struggle with a carnal, heart, he,gives: 
them to feel spiritual desertion—to endure, in perils and fears, a night 
of cheerless, starless desolation, in which no voice speaks, gladness, no, 
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sound, “peace, be still,” breaks from the throne td caliW the swelliwg™ 
waves. Deep éalleth unto deep. A lotig dreary way isto’ be"passed” 
while ‘the heavenly guide seems to be withdrawn. | Ab! by'the true 

Christian, who has ‘had experien¢e of divine things, this description'will 

be recognized, not as the picture of fancy, but 28 a fearful reality." Yes! 

though the worldly-minded’ may régard it with detison, the believer, 

who desires, because he knows what it is, to’ walk’ in the light of God's 

countenance, often feels this sad revérse. “ There is such # thing’ as 

spiritual communing with'an ufiseeti' God, and deprived of this thé sin: ' 
ceré Christian walks in datkness and séés‘no light: Creation wears her’ 
most attractive smile in vain. Yes; ‘upon the same prificiple by which 

a Worldly mind, deprived of the object of ardent love and desire'is render-" 
ed’ ‘miserable, the Christian, in'‘an evil hour; losing sight’ of ‘the object 

of his'supréme regard, is completely wretched. Yet even such’ 'sor- 

rows and trials will serve but to sweeten the heavenly rest their’ tend- 

ency and effect ‘here, as observed in ‘many instances, is to wean the 

affections from the world, and sanctify the heart. ‘This at all'times is 

unquestionably their design, and thus God’s goodness is vindicated ;and 

what respecting them remains doubtful shall ‘hereafter be ‘satisfactorily 

revealed. When it shall be seen that they ‘have conduced to his’ prépa-’ 
ration for heaven, that every’ pain and every tear Was nécessary, that but 

for these, as the means which God sppointed, he might have failed of the 

prize of his high calling, at least that his place ‘had not’ béen so elevated, 
his crown not so resplendant—shall not the believer be satisfied? ‘Shall 

he wish, shall he say, it were better ‘that he had suffered one eee or 
endured one hour of darkness less? 

Once more; I add-—the beliéver shall be perfectly satisfied with that 
world upon which he shall enter, and with all its arrangements. It shall 
be a world of pure and endless felicity :—it shall be heaven, with what- 
ever Of true joy we are in the habit of connecting with that name; aye! it 
concentrates much more of the richés of glory, than out feeble minds can 
at present grasp, or our loftiest imaginings ¢onceive. “Eye hath not 'séén; 
nor ear ‘heard, neither have entered! into the’ heart of man, the things 
whieh God hath prepared for them’ that love him.” ‘The most ‘glowing 
language, therefore, on this ‘subject must be entirely itiadequate: "The 
humble’ believer shall ere long ascend ' the’ midurit’ of God." He shall 
move among a holy company of tedeemed ones, who have’ Comé ont “6f 
great tribulation, and have washed their robes and made them whitein 
the blood of the Lamb. Holy angels, too, are his companions ; ‘and with 
his Savior he converses; upon God, glorious in holiness, he’ looks with 
the eye of earnest admiration. And these scenes of surpassing glory 
and beauty—this heavenly companionship, shall be his’ eternal portion. 
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Surely, he shall be aye fully satisfied, when he awakes with the dir 
wine likeness; +’ Lo rusvestd 

And now, my brethren, let us, in conclusion, endeavor to ina up 
these thoughts and apply them to some useful end. How elevating the 
prospect of the true believer: Heaven—an eternal heaven:is the inherit- 
ance which lies before him. ‘'When'a few more days or‘yeats: ‘are num- 
bered, he shall have passed his sojourn, he shall go the way whence:he 
shall not return: But to him the assurance’ is, that ‘he shall,enjoy:the 
glorious presence and the blessed image of God—mingling forever with 
the ‘countless millions of pure spirits who surround the throne. Ob! 
how enlivening) how animating the thought !—~When: faith can grasp 
firmly the sure word of promise, and looking: up'to:those:eternal heights 
where the Deity resides, can say, “here is my portion and my home,” 
the Christian may well sustain the few delaying hours that keep him 
from that blessed rest. Ele can sustain them by thoughts “of his re- 
version in the skies.” Ah! my brethren, of these prospective glories, 
the reward of faith, how often are we forgetful! How little do we live 
as if we were pilgrims here below, expecting soon to hear the summons, 


“Come up hither.” yyy yu») wieper seme 


Again, with what patience and submission should we endure God’s 
will, and in all circumstances, how dilligently should we,sttive to pro- 


mote his glory. This shall be our business through eternity: shall we 
not then be active now? O, my soul, be thou devoted here—“for great is 
your reward in heaven.” 

And what, indeed, are the obstacles which oppose ? How small, in 
reality, the difficulties which cause us so much pain. 4fwe could but 
regard them in the, light of heaven; if we could carry them upward, and 
look at them in God’s presence, even here we should be satisfied, Let 
us attempt for one moment thus to view them. Ascend, with me, Christian 
brother, to the upper world. Place yourself, in imagination, asa. glorified 
spirit amidst the splendors of the holy city,—cast, your eye around, and 
what do you behold? “ Ye are come to the Mount Zion, the, city of the 
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company, of 
angels.” Cast youreye back over your path through this world, view its 
dark passages, its perplexities, its trials, its woes; and look upon the valley 
of the shadow of death, from which you shrunk with dread., What caused 
you, painis, there illustrated by heavenly light; and from \thgt ; glorious 
elevation is there aught in the retrospect with which you are dissatisfied? 
Has not God meant it all for good ?—even your light affliction which 
is but for a moment? Be then submissive here,; learn to pdore.God’s 
ways— You shall be satisfied when you awake with, the divine, likeness.;; 

And, my impenitent, hearers, in that future world to which you haste, 
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you too will be satisfied, though now you resist and rebel! Amidst the 
burning brightness which shall be poured around, you will not be able to 
question the dealings of God, or find fault with his ways towards you. 
Bitter as will be the portion of your cup, you will confess, every tongue 
will confess, that God is righteous, holy, just, and good: You will be 
satisfied that your condemnation is just, that you have abused eternal love, 
that your portion in hell is all deserved. But how awful the thought! 
Can your heart endure it? , escape for thy life. Make God your re- 
fuge. - Throw yourself upon his infinite mercy in Christ Jesus, For 
though: he is ove, and now waits to be gracious, yet “ upon the wicked 
he shall rain snares, fire and brimstone, and an horrible tempest : this 
shall be the portion of their cup.” 


me 








SERMON CLXXVI. 


By Rev. THOMAS: E. VERMILYE. 


THE GUILT OF UNBELIEF. 
Joun xvi. 9.—Of sin, because they believe not on me. 


Tuts chapter contains a portion of our Lord’s valedictory address to his 
disciples, andthe tenderand touching petitions he uttered forthem before his 
final agony. He encourages their desponding spirits by the promise of the 
Holy Spirit the Comforter, and instructs them in the nature and necessity 
of his offices. For the consoling promise of this divine agent there ap- 
peared an obvious necessity. ‘The Savior had announced that the ties of 
sacred fellowship which united them were about to be broken: their Mas- 
ter was to be taken away from them—his instructions and intercourse 
with them were to cease. Ele therefore imparts to them brighter hopes 
and cheers them with better promises. “I will not leave you comfort- 
less. I will send the Holy Spirit unto you”—and by his influences, he 
declares, the world shall “de reprored of sin, of righteousness and of 
judgment.” Perhaps the declaration received its fulfilment primarily, in 
those wonderful attestations which the Holy Spirit gave to the character, 
divine mission and atonement of Christ, by the miraculous gifts shed up” 
on the apostles and primitive disciples; these were manifest tokens of the 
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divine power, and were so many distinct-attestations to the facts ‘and doe- 
trines of the New Testament. We are taught, however that the office of 
the Holy Spirit was to be perpetual, and that his inflaences shouldbe 
enjoyed, through all ages of the church. The ascension gift of the ‘Re- 
deemer was to abide with his people. And our text niay therefore be con- 
sidered as denoting his continued operations to the end of time. The sin 
of which he was especially to reprove the world, was that they did not 
believe on Christ. Whilst he would convince of ail sin, this was the point 
where guilt especially rested, and where it continues to rest with all its 
weight. “If I had not come,” said Christ, “and done among them the 
works that none other man did, they had not had sin; but now they have 
no cloak for their sins.” We are justified, therefore, in deducing from 
our text the doctrine, that wabelief in the character, mission, ‘and atone- 
ment of Christ, is the great sin of those in the world who enjoy the gospel. 
Belief in the gospel acceptation, though a mental act, ever carries with 
it the cordial affections of the heart; it implies a personal, cordial, and 
entire reliance of the soul on Christ for salvation ; and wnbelief, or prac- 
tical rejection of Christ, inthe light of the New Testament, is emphatic- 
ally and eminently sin. It is my object to show why unbelief holds this 
pre-eminence in guilt. And it will be obvious, my brethren, should we 
succeed in our purpose, that they who now exercise no faith in Christ as 
their Savior, are, on that very ground, deeply guilty before God! ‘Would 
they might be convinced of this solemn truth! 

I observe, then, that unbelief ia eminently sinful, becaiisé it is & 
grievous reflection on the perfections of God. The heart itt which unbe- 
lief reigns, is virtually arraying itself in dread opposition t6 the’ perfec. 
tions and government of the Deity: and hence must' be awfally guilty 
in his sight. For, in the first place, it implies a‘denial of the divine wis- 
dom. In the Scriptures Christ is styled the wisdom of God unto salva- 
tion: Christ crucified, is to the Jews a stumbling, block and to the Greeks 
foolishness ; but to them that are called he is the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. By these passages, and others of the like import, it is 
clearly intimated, that in the person and work of Christ as mediator, and 
especially in the work of atonement, which is often placed for all the rest, 
(the cross of Christ,) there is to be found the peculiar and illustrious dis- 
play of the divine wisdom—* Christ crucified—the wisdom of God,” by 
way of eminence. Fix your thoughts then upon the declaration, that it 
is the cross of Christ—Christ crucified, (which denotes the work of sacti- 
fice for sins, and which exacts the reliance of the soul on him alone for 
pardon,) that embodies, and illustrates, and shows forth to the universe, 
the wisdom of God. That wisdom so infinite, methinks, is exhibited in a 
variety of wonders, through all the mechanism of nature—is unfolded in 
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each nice adaptation of ereatedthings to subserve their destined purpose; 
is, observed, in| every spire of grass, in/ ‘every leaf of the forest, in each 
function of the human frame, and in every star of heaven. But ‘its! mys- 
tenies were reserved. especially for the cross of Christ, and its wonders 
are there developed to strike, to surprise, to astonish the beholder. | Inthe 
sacrifice of.,Christ, shere\is)a combination of means, the most wonderful, 
to accomplish the great |work of human salvation, in entire consistency 
with, the honor of the divine,character.and law. Here mighty interests 
are congentrated,, Here. infinite, purposes are suspended. Here the 
problem jis,to be. solved, ‘tHow can sinful man be just» with 'God.?” In 
opposition to, the, salvation.of the transgressor, were arrayed, as it appear- 
ed, the divine veracity, the honor of the, law, the stability of God's moral 
government... And how, these interests were to be reconciled, noi created 
mind could,tell. . But,on, God's, plan all interests. are secure ;) “ Mercy 
aud, truth,meet together, righteousness and peace embrace.each other” 
This, then,.is the consummation of wisdom : God declared it to: be netes- 
sary, and satisfactory. Now, \undelief, or the practical rejection of Christ, 
involves eminent, guilt; since, in effect, \it is a denial of this wisdom. For 
it,implies very plaiply,,either that,there was no actual: mecessity: for 
Christ's sacrifice, or that God erred jn adopting a plan which included 
the possible necessity of Christ's suffering, or that; admitting such ne- 
cessity, this is not the best means of accomplishing the end. Thus wnbe- 
lief rejects God’s plan, and arrays. itself against\his wisdom. Otherwise 
why is not,this provision of,the gospel immediately and cordially em- 
braced,?, There, is evidently no wiedium on the part of a\moral agent in 
relation to this point, between cordially accepting, ‘which is faith, and 
perversely, rejecting, which iswnbelief, «| 

_ Again: Unbelief is eminently gailty, because it is a. virtual impedch- 
ment of the divine justice. We are-told, in relation to the atonément of 
Christ, that God hath set him forth, to.be the propitiation for sin, that God 
may be just and yet the justifier of him thatibelieveth.., From this decla- 
ratjon we,are clearly to understand, that God could not pardon the sinner, 
without, such a propitiation as,that which Christ, offered, and yet, retain 
his, justice... This as the simple; meaning of the passage, utterly ag: it 
oyerthrows,all other schemes of salvation. The divine \justice was! at 
stake to demand that sin should not go unpunished. .And. why? ,Be- 
canse every, sin.is ajtransgression of the law, which requires, , This do, 
and thou shalt liye ;,and denounces, Cursed is every one that continueth 
not in ail things, written, in the book of the law to\dothem. It is evident 
that a law without,a, penalty, or of. which. the penalty is not to be enforeed, 
is utterly idle. , And surely.this cannot be supposed of the divine enact- 
ment. Sin, moreover, is rebellion against the government of God, and 
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tends direetly- to’ subvert it: | God's, justice, ewery.itttribute, | therefore,’ 
would require its; punishment: }-And| Godimoreoyer was ‘bound if, we) 
may ‘so speaky by his positive threatening, to inflict.the punishment of, 
death for transgression. From these considerations, |we see (that God’s,. 
justice, which réquites that-eyery act should, receive sits. trye .desertd did, 
require the pumishmeut,of sin. And! we have, ohsetved, that there was 
infinite wisdom, ini the plan: of aisuffering, Savior, by which#@he law, was 
not annulled, but magnified. and made honorable. iqThe sword of justice 
was bathed in.;his blood, by.a wise and holy divine appointment, aud, by, 
his stripes we. are healed, . In virtue of .what:he has done, Ged canbe, 
just, and the repenting sinner | be saved, ,, But undeliefiin Gheist, (a.rejecs: 
tion of him whom God hath thas set forth;),is an. impeachment.of),all this 
procedure of infinite holiness and justice... For,ix implies either,that the; 
law. was unreasopable, and,the government of God not,an.gbject, ta) der, 
mand so great a,sacrifice-rboth which,God, hag said were to be,sustained, 
and honored by Christ's death ; or, that, sin was gotan evil of,such mag; 
nitude and tendency as to demand such signal visitation ;or that God, was: 
unjust:to establish,and place, man under,a constitution, such, as he,bas .er-, 
dained; or, finally, the) guilt,.af, unbelief, is. attempted. so be, palliated by, 
the’ plea, that, itis not, copsistent with divine justice that, the, ianpcent 
should suffer for the guilty, In,chis, latter case the innocenceof, Christ is 
readily admitted; andthen with,the facts/before us thap he, did euffex,,the 
objection is obviously nothing, less, than casting an odious, reflection on 
the’ divine character... It is. not, my purpose \ at present, to. reply to, these 
objections; but simply to, show the, character of unbelief,..which implies 
all these consequetices, and thus, arrays, itself against the diyine rectitude. 
The fatts,in \the/ease,are obvious ;, and. it,, must, be arlene set 
lief’ is eminently.sio, when, it .so,clearly appears. that,.God, by his acts, 
speaks one language iu regard to,his justice, and thesimpenitent by his 
acts speaks another... God tequires.that we should,fly to, Christ, and by 
faith receive the benefits of his,,atonement, and avert the terrors, of his 
justice ; and the transgressgr; hesitates, , practically dishelieyes, and , wil- 
fully rejects this offered Savior, .The controversy, .with, its dread copse- 
quencés, lies between God,, who,has ,ordained the plan and, carried j juto 
glorious accomplishment, its provisions, and the, impenitent, who, in the 
pride of hisiheart, refuses to, avail himself of this, SFALE seinind slows 

Again: Unbelief is eminently, guilty, because it is an. impeachment of 
the devine veracity. With. xeference to, this, grand, propitiation. for, sin, 
God )hasiasserted again and again, the, paola, mecessity, of pas in this 
great sierifice, foripardon end eternal life. ,.< He that believeth an and is bap- 
tized:shall be saved; he.that belieyeth not shall bedamned.” , “ aes is 
the record that God has. given us—eternal life—and this, life is, in his 
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Son.” “He that believeth is not condemned : he that beliveth not is eon- 
demned already.” And again; “He that believeth, is passed from death 
unto life: he that believeth not shall not see life, but the wrath of God 
abideth on him.” In these solemn declarations, we perceive the contrast 
of ehatacter, present condition, and future prospects, widely varying as 
light and darkness, heaven and hell. And in another place it is said:; 
“He that hath received his testimony hath set to his seal that God is true.” 
Now faith is the reception of the divine testimony : and, disguise iv as 
we may, éxeuse it as we will, wndelief, in every form, is the rejection of 
that testimony, and thus an impeachment of the divine veracity. Again, 
the word of truth, the oracle from heaven, has solemnly declared, “ Sin 
shall not go unpunished :” and it avers, that infinite mercy can teach us 
but in one way; and that is by Christ: by faith in him we escape the 
wrath to come, and are made heirs of the hope of eternal life. “There 
is no other name under heaven, given among men, whereby we 
must be saved.” Now in opposition to this, what is the plain 
language of unbelief? Is it not, F shall have peace, though I walk 
after the desires of my own heart? -And does not this ‘pour’con- 
tempt on all that God has so solemnly uttered?’ ‘The man who continues 
it’ ittipenitence and unbelief, with whatever sophistry he ‘may quiet his 
6wti heart, does practically say, that there is no necessity for the inter- 
vention Of Christ’s blood ; that he shall be safe without the faith of God's 
people ; that’ God will not carry into execution the threatenings he has 
pronounced against unbelief. And this too, even in the very view of that 
awful nianifedstation of divine justice, by which ‘the sanction of the 
law Was vitidicated, in the death of Christ. If unwilling to be classed 
thus in Opposition to God’s truth, why stand in an attitude of apathy and 
anconcern? Of your disbelief, so long as it lasts, conscience will tes- 
tify that this is the legitimate interpretation. And all holy intelligen- 
ces who love their King—all in heaven and on earth, must unite to 
exclaim against such rebellion—against this questioning of God's 
word, “ Let God be true, but every man a liar.” 

Again: Unbelief is in an eminent degree sin, because it is a rejection 
of God's love and goodness, made conspicuous in the cross of Christ. 
Trite it is, that on every unfolded leaf which notes the divine domgs— 
on tach bright page of creation and providence—is inscribed, in legi- 
ble characters, “God is love.” The man who looks abroad over the’va- 
rious fields of infinite power and skill, must also see in each the ob- 
vious proofs of divine benevolence. And cold must be the heart that 
cannot feel, frigid and barren the philosophy that does not delight to 
trace, the footsteps of such a God. But if in all that we behold about 
us, and experience from day to day, we possess such cheering inti- 
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mations, there is yet oné field, from us not remote, in which love, good- 
ness, compassion, grace, have theit brightest, purest, holiest’ exhibition ; 
which in a way of eminence seems to asseft to itself the illustration of 
these attributes. It is the redemption of Christ. Here, empliatically, 
do we’ ‘learn that “God is love.” ‘To perceive ‘this, we have but to 
remember that in regard to this exercise of his love, God was under 
6 obligation whatever, to interfere; that he gave his own Son to die, 
and that in behalf of those who had angratefully rebelled against him ; 
and that the whole plan, from its commencement to its consammation, was 
his own. Had he not deemed it necessary and worthy of himself, he 
would ‘not have interposed: bat how grest was that love which ‘thus 
prompted him, out of “a rebel and ruined race, to bring many sons 
unto glory! Here, sutely, is an expression of infinite benevolence, 4s 
well as condescension. In the language of the parable intended by our 
Lord to illustrate this point, “ What more coald he have done, that he has 
not done?” And is itnot seemly, is it not the dictate of every gener- 
ous feeling, that this love and céncern on his part should ‘be met by 
us with the utmost gratitude, and immediate acquiescence? But what is 
the language of unbelief? At best, it is a careless, unfeeling disre- 
‘gard of that which God has done for our'salvation ; of ‘(hat’on which he 
has bestowed such infinite care for our sakes. ‘This is injgratitade traly. 
But the perverse continuance in sin and unbelief—the proad, self-witled 
putting away from us the faith ‘of Christ, déspite of light, aed “admo- 
nition, and entreaty—what is this but rejection, but'contempt, of the good. 
nessand love of God? He arrays before us the grand scheme of his five, to 
snatch us from ‘perdition ; he tells us ‘it is the only Way, and’ provided at 
infinive expense ; and men/are yet heedless; yet turn away, and will have 
none of it. What would you say, how would ‘you feel, should one 
thus entertain your kindest offices of love? And think’ you ‘God does 
not view it as‘the deepest guilt? While you remain as you are, you are 
practically scarning all his goodness. 

But again: Unbelief is a sin of peculiar enormity, ‘since it ‘iitiplies, in 
its very nature, that rebellion against God is an evil of little conséywente, 
indedd ‘that it is not‘at all an evil—Aat least, that ‘it is ‘ndt so, in our-esti- 
mate ; for if we regarded jit ‘as ‘an evil, we should Wesite 'to escape ftom 
it. Aa whatever might be said of the ‘past, if We felt ‘that’ there ‘was 
evil in a state of ‘aliénation from God, and vidlation of his law, we should 
‘tiot be Willing to persevere in sich ‘rebellion, as we evidently are, so Tong 
as we do not-repent and believe’in Christ. It is ‘not. nédéssaty to’ expend 
a syllable here, to prove that you camnot’be unbelievers, and’ yét be free 
from the charge of rebellion against God. ‘The Savior has'dechared, in 
language most explicit, that unbelief is opposition ‘to the divine wif, dud will 
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\ineur all the wonsequences jof, rebellign. ', ‘Fhe evil, of .sin,was 80, epor- 
mona inthe estimation.of Deity—the violation of a holy and good Jaw, the 
disposition; to.dethrone heaven's Soygzeign, the; entire alienationjof,the 
heathfrom, Gad, which, it mvolves, so, dreadful-—that) God has deemed, it 
negessary.to affix to, it,the indelible mark, of his reprobation, hefore,a, won- 

dexipg.universe,, in: the _ of his, well, beloved Son,,,, But, the,, de- 
slaration: of, every act, and ofjevery hour of unbelief in, Christ, and 
rejection. of his atonement. is,, Sin ismot go very great an eyil ag is)inti- 

ated; the uansgression, of the.Jaw.is not.so, very, heinops a, sig,| and 
does, not; deserye the penalty,denonnced ; and whilst, all heaven, looks 

. d9wa in, suspense, while escape is offered, you,say,, tt is not a. matter of 
great moment whether, we tnyst or, reject Christ—it ig more interesting to 

_eat and, drink, tp accumulate the, world’s ,wealth to gratify self, than, fo 
cease sinning against heaven’s Sovereign, and care for the soul’s salva- 
tion,, ,,Js.not,this, your Janguage?.., Dogs it uot treat alienation from, Ged 
as a small maiter 2, And js,not this adding sin to sin? 

4 Again: Unbelief is evidently sinful, because it is,a roluntary neelest 
or nejection of the only proffered salyation. I have already saidjenough 
in relation, to the atonement of Christ ag the only way pf life... Thergyis 
no, other way, we are assured.on the veracity, of God, who is,to , Judge, 
and decide our, eternal state, ; ‘This, is Pig ae the ingenuity of 
men, may seek to pervert.and dlisgnise it... If your standing and mige 
bewnot.on the Rock of Ages, we are infallibly lost amid the convulsions 

of, the great day... _But unbelief, or rejection, of Christ, is voluntary, and 
therefore the more grievously criminal, ,It.is impossible for one who hears 
the sound of . the. gospel, or who may bear it,if he will, to. resist, the, con- 

viction, that his unbelief,is the voluntary, act of his own mind. No other 
reason, for itywe are,wazranted by the unerring oracles te assert, can ex- 

-igt, | Christ declares, Ye will, not come;to me,that.ye may Jaye life,” 
“This is the condemnation, that,ligat has;¢ome into the world, and men 
loved darkness rather than light.”...The voluntary. rejection of divine 
grace and, love, who can, say,is,not, deserving of the wrath, which; God 
has_revealed against.all unrighteousness, 

Again: .The,sin of ,unbelief.,is, peculiarly soaneeed. hecamea, gina an 
ungrateful return, for all the, condescension of Christ, It is cold uncon- 
cern, or, a, dreadful contempt, of, all,his, sorrows, and his death on our be- 
half. If we felt as..we,sho wld the debt, of love we,owe, if we were truly 
grateful, affected as, we shouldbe by the amazing compassion, and grace 
., of Christ, we surely should make such emotions evident by,a prompt and 
cheerful, compliance ;with, his invitations and commands, These com- 
prise xepentance, faith, and devotion to his service.,, There,is evident rea- 
\,80n,in, the test he has provided, “If ye,love me, keep my commandments ;’ 
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for indeed it is by such fruits, alone that,.wecan eyer he, assured. of the 
possession of true love....But unbelief rejects, not. only the,seruice, but 
repels the grace; reflects coldly.and cruelly, on thejlove and compassion 
he has evinced, and practically say Bea" Ths is. @vqia, and, idles and, meedless 
exhibition” ., All that, Christ endured, all, that he, agcomplished, ‘all,thas 
he has promised, the full enjoyment of pardon,.and, present peace, and,future 
glory,..it, represents,as of, no woxth,, If .otherwise, why, mot believe the 
record which God has given of his Son,2, Why.,not,,pragtically.comply 
with the, terms which God exhibits.as of sygh absolute, moment? ..Tgsee 
the guilt of unbelief in its truecolors, consider what, Christ, has, done, 
and what he offers. Think of his condescension and love, hig,suflerings 
and ignominy, his bitter agony and death, and weigh, well, their, amoynt. 
He has given himself to the death; he offers to, yqu,and to,me,| ‘A pag- 
don bought with blood, with blood.divine,” And does not, your, practical 
apathy, your unbelief, the uniform disregard you manifest, reflect bitterly 
on all this love? By. it God is dishonored, and. Christ.is injured. ..., .,,, 

In THE APPLICATION of this subject, Lobserve, that. we may.,bepe per- 
ceive the reason why the New, Testament dwells, with, such :frequeney 
and force on the duty of faith in Christ; and why wabelief.is,se sel 
ly condemned, and, against it so many,threatenings uttered. , ‘To the minds 
of men this often appears unreasonable, and unbecoming the, holiness of 
God. Let us, however, consider, that faith is;the respect and homage of 
the heart due to God’s method of grace to.a wicked world; and. wnbelicf 
is @ practical reflection, upon the rectitude, of the ‘divinegharacter and ad- 
ministration, and a rejection of God's special and ipnly methed of pardon 
and life, It tends to make void, the law,;,, if mpeaches the government of 
God; it would annul the truth and subdue the honor of the eterna] throne; 
it is an ungrateful contempt of infinite love. This is thet e 1 testimony, of the 
New Testament. These enormities of guilt are involved in unbelief, and 
all tend to prove the holiness and propriety of the Scripture declarations, 
and to add solemnity and tremendous emphasis to the words of Christ, 
“He that believeth not is condemned already.’ There is evident reason 
that the Holy Ghost should reprove of sin, because they believe not on 
Christ. 

Again: the subject may disclose to such as are yet in unbelief the real 
nature of their conduct. The unbelief, practical unbelief, of multitudes, 
they are apt to regard asa matter of very small concern, and which will 
produce few evil consequences ; or rather they are not in the least dis- 
posed to reflect upon the subject. Yet this easy unbelief in which you 
live, my impenitent hearers, is the grand crying sin which now rests upon 
you. I pray you, consider it not in the light of carnal reasoning, but 
through the medium of the inspired word. You reject the special display 
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of infinite benevolence ; you teject the immeasurable love of Christ. 
you practically reject the demand of the New Testament written as 
with a sunbeam: and “how can you escape if you neglect so great 
salvation.” Say not, we press the point beyond reason. Whatever be 
your ideas of its importance, we follow enly the leadings of the word of 
God, which explicitly declares, “ He that believeth not, shall be damned. 
Hence it is evident that there is an immensity of interest connected with 
this subject. From the very nature of gospel faith, which is practical 
from the very nature of the objects about which it is concerned, and from 
express declarations of scripture, it appears, this is the point on which 
‘are suspended life and death, blessing and a curse. Will you lay claim 
to the precious immunities of gospel faith, when yours has not the least 
practical effect upon you ; for you live and act, just as you would, ifthere 
were no such demands upon you in the word of truth? How vain, how 
empty all your expectations of a heavenly inheritance. Tell us not, you 
are no infidels, and that you esteem it hard to be ranked as such. True, 
you have some respect for religious things, and profess to believe the 
Bible. ‘But what‘is the practical influence of your faith? Does it pu- 

“Tify the Reart and overcome the world? {sit that humble, holy, self-deny- 
ing spirit which fixes all your warmest affections on the cross of Christ ? 
Or is it such as perfectly well consists with a supreme love to self and 


the world? O, be persuaded to gxamine this matter, and understand your 
réal condition. Be persuaded to exercise that faith which is me 
atid saving. “With the heart man believeth unto righteousness ;” s 
believe, and your soul shall have peace; you shall be calm and serene 
amid the darkest storm—shall meet death with heavenly fortitade—and 
finally stand on Mount Zion above, arrayed in the splendor and likeness 
of your Redeemer. 





